
CITY OF BLUE ASH 
Interoffice Memo – City Manager's Office 

TO:  City Council 

FROM:  City Manager and Department Directors 

SUBJECT: Agenda Items for the April 14th Council Meeting 

DATE:  April 12,  2022  

COPIES: Department Directors, Press, Clerk of Council, Solicitor 

This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the April 14th Council agenda.  

8.a.1. Resolution No. 2022-20 – Approving an application to create and establish a 
Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area (DORA) within Summit Park and The 
Neighborhoods of Summit Park  
A public hearing was held at the City Council meeting on March 24, 2022 to consider an 
application to approve and establish a Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area (“DORA”) at 
Summit Park and the Neighborhoods at Summit Park, pursuant to Ohio Revised Code (“ORC”) 
§ 4301.82. The proposed application meets all state requirements. 
The purpose of the Blue Ash DORA is to further the City’s Comprehensive Plan concept of 
“Alive After Five”, provide an additional amenity to visitors of Summit Park and the 
Neighborhoods at Summit Park, deliver an economic benefit to businesses, and offer an 
additional incentive for restaurants to locate within the area.  
Council’s approval of Resolution 2022-20 will establish the DORA as proposed in the 
application, and directs staff to send notice to the Ohio Department of Liquor Control for their 
approval. The anticipated opening of the DORA will be on June 1, 2022. 
Please direct questions related to this Resolution to the Assistant City Manager. 

8.a.2. Resolution No. 2022-21 – Providing for amendments within the 2022 annual 
appropriation Resolution No. 2021-64 

Resolution 2022-21 provides for the following 2022 budget amendments: 

- The City received an insurance reimbursement of $9,802 related to an incident involving 
a police cruiser.  Budget changes appropriates the receipt of the reimbursement as well 
as the Police Department’s Maintenance of Equipment account for cost incurred to 
repair. 

- As part of the Ham-Plainfield Improvement Project, a tentative settlement with 
Speedway has been reached.  Budget is amended to account for the additional property 
acquisition cost of $691,467 related to the Speedway mediation settlement. 

- Appropriating revenues and expenditures for TIF funds 510-Summit View and 512-
Urban Dev. #1 in order to remit required payments as outlined in the TIF agreements.  

Please direct any questions regarding this Resolution to the Treasurer/Administrative Services 
Director or related Department Director. 
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8.a.3. Resolution No. 2022-22 – Amending Resolution 2021-65 - 2022 Pay and Position 
Classification Plan  

Resolution No. 2022-22 amends the 2022 Position Classification Plan and the 2022 Annual Pay 
Plan for non-bargaining personnel.  The Civil Service Commission recently approved these 
amendments. 
As you may recall, the City Manager mentioned to Council earlier this year that a wage review 
of the City’s positions and pay ranges was necessary to remain competitive with attracting and 
retaining staff. As a result of that review, Administration recommends wage adjustments to the 
positions of: Service Worker I, II, & III, Mechanic I & II, and Engineering Technician.  There 
could be additional pay plan changes in the future should the need arise. 
With the recent ratification and approval of the Fire Lieutenants’ bargaining unit contract, the 
Fire Lieutenant classification is being removed from the Position Classification Plan. Changes to 
the Community and Economic Development positions reflect recent shifts in staff; a Community 
and Economic Development Director to oversee both community and economic development 
functions, and an Assistant Community Development Director to handle the daily operations of 
the community development office. 
Please direct questions related to this Resolution to the Treasurer/Administrative Services 
Director or City Manager. 

8.a.4. Motion authorizing the sale of real property at 4699 Malsbary Road with no 
further requirement to solicit additional bids  
AND 8.a.5  Ordinance No. 2022-04 – Authorizing the sale of property located at 4699 
Malsbary Road 
Council previously discussed selling the Malsbary residual property to Cross Development in 
May 2021. The City entered into a purchase and sale agreement with Cross in August and 
since that time, Cross has been conducting due diligence on the site. Cross plans to construct 7 
free-standing one- or two-story office buildings marketed as flex office space on the southern 3-
acre parcel and has already received Board of Site Arrangement approval for its first building 
which will serve as Cross Development’s office. The plans for the northern 1.5-acre parcel are 
not yet defined and are complicated by utility easements. The purchase price for both parcels is 
$800,000. 
Please direct any questions regarding this Ordinance to the Assistant City Manager. 

8.a.6. Ordinance No. 2022-05 – An Ordinance authorizing the City Manager to resolve 
the pending court case between the City of Blue Ash and Speedway Superamerica, LLC. 
concerning the appropriation of certain property interests necessary for the HAM-
Plainfield Road Roundabouts Project) 

The City negotiated an acquisition settlement for portions of the property located at 9215 
Plainfield Road (the former Speedway gas station) for the purpose of constructing public road 
improvements. Terms have been agreed to by both parties. It is recommended that City Council 
approve the settlement payment as specified in the Ordinance.   
Please direct any questions regarding this Ordinance to the City Manager or Public Works 
Director. 
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8.a.7. Resolution No. 2022-23 – authorizing a multi-year professional services renewal 
contract with Cincinnati Bell  

This resolution authorizes the City Manager to enter into a three-year renewal contract for 
phone and internet services with the City’s current provider Cincinnati Bell. Administration 
recommends this contract renewal based upon pricing and the City’s positive experience with 
Cincinnati Bell. The City will see a cost reduction of approximately $1,000 per month due to the 
competitive pricing and removal of certain service lines no longer needed. Network and internet 
services will see an increase in capabilities. This renewal contract is not to exceed $62,000 
annually. 
Please direct questions regarding this Resolution to the Treasurer/Administrative Services 
Director. 

8.a.8 Resolution No. 2022-24 – Appointing a member to the Charter Revision 
Committee  
A vacancy was created on the Charter Revision Committee after member, Paul Allaer, recently 
relocated outside of the City. Carleton T. (Todd) Brown has expressed an interest in serving on 
this Committee. As directed by Council, Resolution 2022-23 appoints Carleton T. (Todd) Brown 
to fulfill the remainder of the vacant term expiring on July 1, 2022.   
Please direct questions related to this Resolution to the Assistant City Manager. 

8.b.1. Resolution No. 2022-25 – Authorizing a contract amendment with American 
Structurepoint for Professional Engineering Construction Administration Services for 
the Ham-Plainfield Road Roundabout Project  
The Public Works Department recommends an amendment to our existing contract with 
American Structurepoint for the engineering construction administration services associated 
with the Ham-Plainfield Road Roundabout Project. American Structurepoint has been involved 
with the project from its inception and has not received an increase in fees since 2020. 
American Structurepoint will be increasing fees by five percent. The resolution attachment 
stipulates the updated 2022 hourly amounts for engineering services. 
Please direct questions regarding this Resolution to the Public Works Director. 

8.c.1  Ordinance No. 2022-06 – Amending and enacting certain Sections of Part 3 
Traffic Code and Part 5 General Offenses Code and Chapter 113 of the Blue Ash Code of 
Ordinances and declaring an emergency  
Ordinance No. 2022-06 incorporates the State law changes required for Part 3 Traffic Code and 
Part 5 General Offenses Code as part of the annual Code of Ordinances update. These 
changes also affect Section 101.03 of the Administrative Code and Chapter 1519 of the Fire 
Prevention Code. These amendments incorporate revisions made at the State level, bringing 
the City of Blue Ash into compliance with the Ohio Revised Code and the Ohio Administrative 
Code. Additionally, the changes to Chapter 113 will allow surplus property to be sold via 
resolution and no longer by emergency ordinance. The current changes have been reviewed by 
Dinsmore & Shohl, as well as Administration. 
Please direct questions regarding this Ordinance to the City Solicitor or the Assistant City 
Manager, Police Chief or Fire Chief. 
 


